FIELD NATURALISTS’ CLUB OF BALLARAT 


ENCURSION/ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting .. 6th JUNE: Stella Bedggeed Memerial Lecture — "Naturalists 
i | and the Nullaber™ ~ Miss H, Asten. 
Meeting .. 4th JULY: "Fungi" — Speaker Mrs. F. Chuk. 


Excursion . 8th JUNE: Half Day. There has been a change sf venue. 
- Meet ot Crecker's Cerner as usual, : 
Excursion 21st JUNE: Full Day. Werking Bee, Change of venue. Now 
at Linten bleck. 


SILVER GULL 


Prasident: Mr, R. BORCH Phone 428630; Meatings, as ipecifted, are held in the Administret- 


3 ton Building of the Schoe! of Minas and Industries, 

Vico-President: Dr. F. HARRAP Phone 301651 °° Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pen. 
Secretory: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 312210; EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
CROCKERS, Cnr, STURT unet ARMSTRONG STREETS, 

Treasurer: Mr. S. REYNOLDS. Phone 327721 BALLARAT, AT 9.30 em FOR FULL BAY Burnes: 


Editor 3 the, J NETHERWAY, Phone 327296 OR AT 1.40pm FOR HALF DAY, 


NEW MEMBERS welcomed at the May meeting were Mr. and Mrs. 
Jamieson, and Mrs. Borch. We wish then « long and happy assoc~ 
ination with the Club. > ra 
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L.C.C. REPORT FOR BALLARAT STUDY AREA 


This report ia expected to be released before the July meeting. 
¥ould menbers note that this is one of our major considerations 
for the year. There is some urgency as submissions must be 
lodged with the L.C.C, within 60 days. ‘Members wanting their own 
copy of the publication may order it through the secretary. 


Will members please consider recommendations for land usage of the 
arena of public land, This concerns the classification of public 
‘Land inte the categories: National Park 

State Park 
Regional Park . 
Wilderness Areas 
Reference Areas 
Wildlife ond Fauna Reserves 


The recommendations accepted by Farliament will determine the 
future of public land in the Ballarat area. Nembers who think 
they can assist in any way are asked to contact our secretary, 
Miss Helen Burgess, or any member of the committee. 
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WORKING BEE ~ CHANGE OF VENUE 


The June working bee will now be at the Linton block #t the 92 
mile post just weat of Linton. Bring lunch, gardening gloves, and 
if possible, mattock, saw, axe, and general gardening tools. 


CLUNES swaMes 


Several members of our club and of the Maryborough and Creswick 
clubs met the Treasurer, Mr. Lindsay Thompson at Middle Swamp and 
. Nerrin Nerrin as a follow-up to the recent deputation concerning 
_ eequisition of some lands surrounding Middle Swamp. 
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VHUTUPLOA "HO 


it is with pleasure thet I take this opportunity to thank mit 
those members who assisted in the setting up of the hell for 
Photoflera ‘80. it is only through the efforts of such members 
that the club can succeed at all, and I sincerely hope that all 
feel a great personel. satisfaction for a job weil dane, To thoae 
whe arranged the flowers and displays, amd the chairs, and to 
those whe manned the entrance and the trading table and the supper 


room, I extend the sincere thanks of the Club. 

From the President's chair, I have become accustomed to the — 
clockwork precision with which our various activities are 
arranged, 1 do not take this co-cperation for granted, because I 
i realize that without it the Club would certainly fail. — I 


On behalf of the members and the committee, thank you for your | 
nasistance, 


Rob. Borch, 
FINANCIAL DETAILS OF “PHOTOPLORA 180" 
RECKETS SOLD ONLE.P.S. 60% GROSS TAKINGS 1 47.60 : 
IN ADVANCE 2160.50 PRINTING GF TICKETS 10.00 
TICKETS SOLD a8 weg! ty ee teen Pen aA a 3 
AT DOOK 73.50 HALL HIRE 12.00 
| | 169,60 — 


PROFIT VOR ¥IELD NATURALISTS 76.40 


Jaab ion 72242 Aeolmee wr ah wep liane. 24600. 


COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS YEARS | 
Year _ Rickets Sold Expenses _ NPPS Share Clubts Share 


1974 tani¥ Ai20, nbee PassiSeOMr SSMU Og arwusdOe Oy 
ISTE tee BOT 70,00 148,79 oh BAL 
(978) fe 1p 218 ee OO me eTOR ION 105.10. | 
1980 SSGamiaE tee 22.00 mkt Saw AlfOesnan per G-40 

| : reg; Sed gee S ineynots oye 
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with many hollew trees along a small water course, 


diamond firetail and black chinned honeyeaters. 


BIRD EXCURSION TO MARTROROUGH: MAT 10TH, 1980 


Despite the early departure hour — 8.30 a.m. ~ from Ballarat, ~ . 
eight of us, including two B.C,A.E, students, went +o Maryborough. 


‘The day was dull and cool, the welcome from the Haryborough 
members (seven in all) was warm and helpful. 


We first visited Bincher's Reef, sn area of box and iron bark 
This we were 
told was one af the best nesting areas in the region. There were 
several large mullock heaps in which the Rainbow bird, five 
warieties of Pardalotes end the Sacred Kingfisher tunnel and. 


nest. One heap we saw had many pardalotes, either exploring the 
holes or peat on nearby trees. - ms, 


Kext we had a 1aek at two ereas in Mosquito Flat; 
and at a gully surrounded by iron bark trees, 
rare Painted Honeyeater has been known to nest; though I haven't 
seen the bird here in the past twelve months. It's also an ares 


where I've frequently seen an owlet night jar (unfortunately not 
on Mey 10th). 


near the dam 
This is where the 


We spent the afternoon in the Havelock Forest Block, about 9 km. 
N/NE of Maryborough. The wedge tailed eagle nests in the block 
every year and one nest is very conveniently placed near one of - 
the forest tracks. As yet there weren't any signs that ‘the birds 
were makin: any preparations for the next nesting season. 


The tro locations in the Havelock block that we visited were the 


most-productive as far as birds were concerned. The Gilbert 


Whistler eluded us { and yet I had seen several in the same area 
a week earlier) andthe crested bill bird was heard rather than 
seen. We did however have good views of hooded and flame robins, 

We saw some 
forty species in all despite intermittent rain which finally set 
in before 4 p.m, to stop any further thought of bird watching. 


We were ‘very appreciative of the help and information that the 


Maryborough members gave us on a day that did not make for — 
comfortable bird watching. 


Next visit to the Maryborough area, more especially 
1. to visit Blucher's Reef and Masquite Flat 
2. to observe the pects tailed: ‘angle! s nest, 


SATURDAY JUNE 14H =. 


leaving the Civie Hall Car Park, near. the stean engine ee 
9.30 a.m. 


P, ee 
OT ER mPOA I UEER UP GOS IIB RTD BT RENTED NALD PEE ORLA YONA ISL UTADA RENEE STAN 
_A SIMPLE BIND BATH 


I have a shaded spot in the garden in which ¥ have tried to 
grow various native shrubs over the past four years, Three 
shrubs died and one I moved elsewhere and obviously there 
were drainage problems. Recently I decided not to try again 
with plants and have turned the spot into a small bird bath, 


All I have used are a small sheet of thick plastic, a few 

- gmail flat rocks as a surround end some aquarium sand to meke 
the bottom of the wery shallow pool lock « little more 

interesting, I don't think I spent much more than half an — 

hour on the "pool" and have had bleck birds, crimson rosellas, 

various thornbills, and magpies making use of it. I wish now 

ta made the Pacey before the RH: of summer. 


P. Harrap, 


RECENT PUBLICATION 


- Members aie be interested in the hook "Binoculars ~ Choice 
and Use" by Reg. Johnson, published by the Bird Observers' 
Club, P.O. Box 185, NUNAWADING, 3131. Price 50c plus postage. 
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NOTES ON Ma. PHIL. DAY'S LECTURE 
| PISLD NATUNALISTS' CLUB, HALLARAT 
" WHIDAY OND MAY, 1980. 
She group present was entertained by Mr. Day as he gave. ws 


his lecture "Volcanees of the Ballarat Area". His anecdotes 
and identification of local landmarks helped members to 


realize thet there was « great deal more to our scenery and 


locality. It was obvious from his remarks just how well he 


imows his subject and how ded aE EOIy he can share this 


imowladge with others. 


Reference was made during the lecture of the following Sunday 
afternoon's excursion to Durham Lead and some of the examples 


of volcanic action that can be seen, The talk gave an 


excellent preparation for that field excursion, 


ds Mr. Day distributed ceed I will include those in my sana 
(Te save apace I have had to summarize these notes - Editor). 
Some slides were shown at the completion af the lecture and 


these helped to clarify some of the characteristics of which 


he spoke earlier. 


Margaret Tonkin. 


SUMNCE OF Mit. DAY'S NOTES 


. Ballarat's solenoaa reached. % ara of eee about tro 


million years age, which is such a short tine geologically : 


that wany areas landforms have not been erentay: eicered by 
eresion. > 


vorcatees may pour “put molten rock j in the form ef lava flows. 
: als lave of the Ballarat aren settled te a gentle slope of 


3+: 200 giving us many niles of unexciting country @.g- 


: Ballarat to Burrumbeet, Caps Clear to Derinallun, Melton to 
'Reckbank. Such surfaces are readily cleared for faxming. Often 
: remnant native vegetation, manne gun ‘E viminalis: is 


characteristic of cave USE SCOS> 


Seenic itereet is usually at the undercut edges of the lava 
flows. These ‘edges: break away on the near-vertical contraction 
joints e.g. Laz Lal Falls, Moorabool Falls, and the Gorge . 


downstream, Devil's Kitchen, and the eastern edge ef the __ 
‘Ballarat Plateau. : oa 


Where lava was extruded in hilly country it flowed along 


river valleys as a confined flow as at Durham Lead, Iamach to 


Majorca, Hepburn Park to RECN Mt, Buninyong tea Clarendon. 


On the other hand, the volcano Bay, throw out pieces of solid 
Material, 


Sceria is typical of the material fee out. Commonly, lecal 
sceria domes have little er ne crater indicating a dying dow 
of the activity e.g. Mt. Rewen, Mt. Pisgah, Mt. Blewhard, 

Mt. Hallowback, Green Hill, Mt. Koercocheang, 


Sometimes the activity was more episodic and explosive, 
ending with « bang which left a crater as at Mi. Buninyong, 
Mt. Warrenheip, Mt. Franklin. , 


Tuff is finer material, typically deposited in « ring ( a 

tuff ring) round the point ef eruption. Taff can be divided 
inte bedded tuff, mud flow tuff, and gas flow tuff. at the 
Hardies Hill tuff ring we shall see bedded tuff and mid flow- — 
tuff and « coarse turf with numerious volcanic bombs. 


In the Ballarat area the best expesed tuff is in the cliffs 
at the N.W. corner ef Lake Burrumbeet, and there are numerious 
ines tuff rings in the Colac to Port Fairy area. 


Te ry  geolegist, voleanic features are the most. charming things 
in Western Victeria, Have you read J. Bonwick ~ "Western 
Victeria...." written in 1857 and republished by Heineman in 
the 1860's ? Benwick describes ¥. Victorian volcanses in 


‘beautiful English with « goed field naturalist's eye, 


Fite 


DURHAM LEAD EXCURSION 


On Sunday 4th May, Phil. Day treated us to something a bit 
different from the usual field naturalists’ excursion, Instead 
ef leeking up at the birds or down at the plants we spent much of 
eur time leeking at reck layers or at the herizen. Our first step 
vas at a tuff ring. This was formed when velcanic ash was thrown 
out ef the crater. It fell down around the crater and was packed 
tight te ferm Layers ef bedded tuff, Pour manna gums close 
tegether shewed where there had been o small lava flew, 


We climbed down the far side ef the ring. Here we saw a number of 
lumps ef vesicular basalt, ranging in size from smali te very large, 
which had been threwn out ef the crater, Their charred outside was 
due to the melten rock cooling very quickly, thus forming a solid 
erust while still in the air. The inside was full of flattened 
holes, These were caused by steam trapped inside the molten rock 
when it. solidified. I was amazed et how far some of these huge 
lumps ef reck had been thrown. 


We stopped further along the read te look at a rather twisted gum | 
tree (peszibly 2 mamna mm}. Many ef us performed mental 
gyrmastics trying te convert it inte a suew gum, The snow gum was 
lacated later on a few hundred metres further along the read. 


On the way back we leoked at some mud flew tuff. In this case _ 
the velcanic ash was se full of steam that it flewed like « muddy 
liquid befere it settled down, Our next stop was at Garibaldi 
Bridge where the Leigh River had flewed across a tongue ef basalt. 
This was fermed when molten lava flowed down a river valley and 
filled it up. The Leigh River had cut through the tongue and 
expesed beth the basalt and the eriginal sandstone bedreck. By 
ebserving cracks in the bottom ef the basalt we were able te 
deduce (with Phil. Day's expert guidance, ef course) where the 
side end the bettom ef the eriginal river valley had been. 


On the way heme we called in at the Peund Creek Water Reserve 

near Buninyong. This is a swamp fed by a number ef springs ef goed 
quality weter. It was once used as Buninyeng’s water supply. New 
it is svergrewn with blackberries and almost every other kind of 
intreduced weed you could name. We were told that it is an 
excellent habitat far small birds. 


Thanks, Phil., fer a well-organised and interesting ercncatont 


Geoff Mocking, 


